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the slightest weakness in his defences.  Kheda and
Champaran are but instances in point.   Whilst they
lasted, they occupied the attention of the whole of
India; and whilst the fight "was going on, I had to devote
the whole of my time and attention to them. It is a rare
occurrence to have to deal with the whole front at the
same time. We must distinguish between preparations
for war and actual outbreak of a skirmish, be it ever so
insignificant in itself. Tripuri was a preparation, Rajkot
was a skirmish.

" The fast is a most efficacious weapon in the armoury
of non-violence. That it can be used only by the fewest
possible persons is no objection to its use. It would
be foolish for me not to use rhe talents given to me by
God on the ground that others or all do not possess
some of them. I have never heard it said that the use of
special talents placed at the service of democracy can
retard Its even growth. I hold that such use stimulates
it, as the Rajkot fast undoubtedly has. And why is the
Rajkot fast to be condemned, if the nation benefited by
the previous fasts ? It is open to the critics to say that
the previous ones were also criticized. So they were.
But my point is that the nation gained by every one of
them. What does arrest the growth of the democratic
spirit is the outbreak of violence. I must ask the public
to believe me when I say that if my fast did nothing else,
it prevented much violence.

I have no sense of shame about going to H. E. the
Viceroy. I had invited him as the Crown Representative
to perform his duty by intervening to enforce perform-
ance of a promise by a tributary of the Crown. I had not
gone as a petitioner depending upon his mercy. It would
have been churlish on my part to have sought his inter-
vention and yet not to respond to his invitation to see
him to discuss things. I have already acknowledged
the handsome manner in which he acted during the fast.
It was open to him to disregard it and take his time in
deciding whether and when, if at all, he should intervene.
But he did not do so. He recognised the nation^ anxiety.
And I have no doubt that his humane instinct, too, had